256                  NON-VIOLENCE IN PEACE AND WAR
while I was in South Africa. My opposition to the Socialists
and others consists in attacking violence as a means of effecting
any lasting reform.
Q. 4. You say that a Raja, a zamindar or a capitalist should
be a trustee for the poor. Do you think that any $uch exists,
today ? Or do you expect them to be so transformed ?
A, 4 I think that some very few exist even today, though not
in the full sense of the term. They are certainly moving in that
direction. It can, however, be asked whether the present Rajas
and others can be expected to become trustees of the poor. If
they do not become trustees of their own ac-
cord, force of circumstances will compel the reform unless
they court utter destruction. When Panchayat Raj is estab-
lished, public opinion will do what violence can never do. The
present power of the zamindars, the capitalists and the Rajas
can hold sway only so long as the common people do not realize
their own strength. If the people non-cooperate with the evil
of zamindari or capitalism, it must die of inanition. In Pan-
chayat Raj only the Panchayat will be obeyed and the
PancJiayat can only work through the law of their making.
(Adapted from the original in Hindustani)
New Delhi,. 25-5-J47
Harijan, 1-6-1947